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Hill City Briefs
By Phyllis Jordan

On November 20, Brookville
Baptlst Church held installation
services for its new pastor, Rev-
erend Clarence Weston, a native
of New York City.

White Rock Baptist Church
observed its “Harvest Home
Day,” Sunday, November 20,
with Reverend W. R. Frye as
speaker.

Sponsored by the Men's
Brotherhood and Youth Fellow-
ship of Diamond Hill Baptist
Church, “Wings Over Jordan”
was in concert at E. C. Glass
Auditorium, Sunday, November
20.

Hayes Day was observed at
Virginia Seminary and College
on December 7. ‘Guest speaker
was Dr. Leon Sullivan of Phil-
adelphia.

On  December 9, Hunton
Branch Y. M. C. A. played Vir-
ginia State College Varsity, con-
tenders for C. I. A. A. cham-
pionship.

The Hunton Branch Y. M.
C. A. and the Phyllis Wheatly
Branch Y. W. C. A. observed
“World Fellowship Week” with
Rev. Roberts as guest. White
Rock Junior Chorus supplied the
music.

New members recently elected
to the Board of Management of
the Y. M. C. A. for a three year
period are W. E. Clark, ITI, W.
L ]ones Thomas Powell, R.
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“THE EMPTY ROOM”
Presented In
Christmas Assembly

By Gracie Tinsley

On Friday, December 16,
the school presented its annual
Christmas play. “The Empty
Room,” a traditional Christmas
play, deals with the birth of
Christ. There was a beautiful
story told along with this. The
setting was a courtyard of the
old Khan of Bethlehem on the
evening of the first Christmas.

Characters in the play were

Hamar, a young Bethlehemite,
Robert Baldwin; Joanna, his
cousin, Marie Penn; Rebecca,

mother of Hamar, Betty Stevens ;
the prophet, Melvin Johnson;
Mary of Nazareth, Paula Weed-
en; a nobleman of Capernaum,
Junius Haskins; a servant, Ed-
gar Woody; the angel, Shirley
Fowler. Other students filled the
roles of shepherds and kings.

Appropriate Christmas carols
were sung by the Dunbar High
School Chorus directed by Mr.
R. H. Winfrey.

Miss E. H. Jordan directed
the play.

Student Council

Christmas Party
Friday, Dec. 16 7-11 P. M.
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Seated L. to R.: Melvin Spruill, Delores Hylick, Anderson J. Frank-

lin.

Standing: Edward Wright, Dr. W. G. Daniel, Ford Johnson.

Dunbar Chosen
As Testing Site
By Shirley Jackson

The Lynchburg testing site
for students competing for
$400,000 in college scholarships
was at Dunbar High School,
December 8 Dunbar was one
of the twenty-six Virginia
centers open for giving ad-

mission and scholarship ex-
aminations. The college
scholarships, open to high

school seniors and a limited
number of juniors and sopho-
mores with exceptional ability,
are made available under the
United Negoro College Fiund

Va. Union Debaters
Presented

By Evelyn Tapley

The English Department pre-
sented the Kappa Gamma Chi
Debating  Society of Virginia
Union University of Richmond,
Virginia last week.

Topic of debate was Resolved:
That the United States Should
Adopt a Program of Compulsory
Health Insurance for All Citi-
zens. Affirmative speakers were
Anderson J. Franklin and Ford
T. Johnson, Jr. Taking the nega-
tive side were Delores Hylick
and Melvin D). Soruill

Oratorical Contest
Planned By
English Department

By Alberta Johnson

“Raising Citizenship Stand-
ards” is the theme of the oratori-
cal contest planned by the Eng-
lish Department for January 12,
1961. To qualify for the oratori-
cal contest, the contestants had to
compete with their fellow class-
mates in an elimination contest
last month. There is one con-
testant from each grade level, be-
ginning with the eighth grade.

A period of six minutes is al-
lotted each speaker to deliver
his oration.

The contestants, their grades,
and topics are:

Phyllis Hendricks, Senior,
“Assuming Community Respon-
sibilities.”

John Daniels, Junior, “Improv-
ing Human Relationships.”

Lillian  Roane, Sophomore,
“Improving the Cultural Back-
ground.”

Patricia T racy, Freshman,
“Developing Physical Fitness and
Acquiring Proper Mental Atti-
tudes.”

Kay Thorpe, Sub-Freshman,
“Improving Conduct.”

The first place winner will re-
ceive a key for oratory and the
remaining contestants a prize.

Mrs. D. L. Obey and Miss
D. D. Lomax are co-chairmen

Fdward | of the contest, with the other




H. Jones, Thomas IPowell, .||
W -Saunders;~and - Jehn Daniels.

Those elected to fill two year
vacancies are Randolph John-
sonand W Leyas; r.

New activities added to the|

physical education program at the
Y. M. C. A. are wrestling, box-
ing and weightlifting. The box-
ing team has a scheduled boxing
match against Winston-Salem in
January for midgets, juniors, and
senior boxers. Earl Cardwell is
one of the Y. M. C. A’s most
prominent boxers and weight-
lifters.

“The Hanging of the Greens”
will be held at the Phyllis Wheat-
ly Branch Y. W. C. A., Decem-
ber 18, 1960.

New Addition Dedicated
By Dearington P. T. A.

By Alberta Johnson

In a formal ceremony on Sun-
day afternoon, December 4, the
new addition to the Dearington
Elementary School and renova-
tion of the old building was dedi-
cated.

Dr. Paul M. Munro, guest
speaker, talked on “Education
for the Sixties.” Other distin-
guished guests on the program
were Mayor W. C. Vaughan,
Mr. Lester Carper, representa-
tives from the City Council,
School. Board, Dearington P. T.
A., faculty and student body.

The Dearington Chorus made
its debut with Mr. William T.
Martin directing.

After the ceremony, open
house, with a guided tour, was
held. Refreshments were then
served.

Members of the Dearington
faculty are Mrs. Janice Ford,
Mrs. Johnnie S. Martin, Mr.
Deems Melvin, Jr., Mrs. Mary
Reynolds, Mr. Lawrence G.
Stamps, Mrs. Jeanette S. Stroud,
Mrs. Ethel L. Thorpe, and Mrs.
Florence B. Woody. Members of
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Miss Fain presents prize to Caro-
lyn Snead.

SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

By Frances Brown

Carolyn Snead, having sold
twenty subscriptions with the
help of homeroom 5, won first
prize in the CHRONICLE
subscription contest. Her prize
was a white sweater with
“Dunbar Poets” on it. Delores
Callands, homeroom 10, re-
ceived a Nifty note book as
second prize for selling the
next highest number of sub-
scriptions.

The purpose of the contest,
which was open to all students
and homerooms, was to help
finance the newspaper.

Fach subscription costs $1.00
per year for six issues. Fifty-
seven subscriptions were ob-
tained during the contest.

Miss S. E. Fain was chair-
man of the contest.

the administrative staff are Miss
Ruth Jones, principal, and Miss
Barbara Early, clerk. Members
of the dietary and custodial
staffs are Mrs. Fannie Bell, Mrs.
Lucille Thornhill, and Mr. and
Mrs. Warren Dickerson, respec-
tively.

are made available under the
United Negro College Fund

program.

Scoring and interpretation
will be handled by the Educa-

tional Testing Service of

Princeton, New Jersey.

" The students that partici-
pated from Dunbar were:
Joyce Banks, Margaret Giles,
Jean Gilmore, Kate Graves,
Junius Haskins, Peggy Joplin,
Robert Peters, Louise Powell,
Fthel Reid, Euphazine Reid,
Frederick Reynolds, Mary
Steptoe, Patricia Thaxton,
Phyllis Tinsley, Paula Weeden,
Handy Withers, Barbara
Wood, Charles Merchant,
Richard Glover, Glen Webster
and Quarthee Hunter.

P. T. A. Releases Agenda
For Second Semester
By Evelyn Tapley

Mrs. H. T. Withers, chair-
man of the program committee
of the Dunbar P. T. A, met
with her members recently.
The agenda submitted for the
second semester is:

February — Founders” Day
Celebration. April—Panel dis-
cussion with parents and teach-
ers participating. May—Busi-
ness meeting.

Prior to this report two
P. T. A. meetings were held,
one in September and the other
in October. At the September
meeting both parents and
teachers participated on the
program. Refreshments were

served during a ‘“get ac-
quainted period.”

In October, the P. T. A.
sponsored a Parent and

Teacher Conference to dis-
cuss pupils’ problems, adjust-
ments, and grades. Report
cards had been given out
earlier so that each parent
could have a chance to confer
with the teachers individually.

tive side were Delores Hylick
and Melvin D. Spruill. Edward
Wright, Jr. was the alternate;
and Dr. W. G. Daniel, Virginia
Union faculty sponsor, served
as moderator. Dr. Daniel re-
quested that the debate be a non-
decision one.

Since the founding of Kappa
Gamma Chi in 1901, intercollegi-
ate debates have heen promoted
with schools in various parts of
the United States and with Ox-
ford University of England. Last
year they participated in the In-
vitational D ebate Tournament
conducted by Brooklyn College in
New York.

Preceding the debate McGus-
tavus Miller conducted a devo-
tional period, and Janet Walker
sang “Give Us This Day.” Peg-
gy Joplin welcomed the guests
and introduced the moderator.

Timekeepers were Mr. O. M.
Washington and Mr. H. R. Wat-

son.

CHEMISTRY RESEARCH
TEAM ORGANIZED

By Evelyn Walker

Eight students from Mr. W.
E. Clark’s third, fourth, and
sixth period classes last month
started a project, trying to get
solid compounds of the Osage
Orange. They are working in
organic chemistry, the chemis-
try dealing with compounds of
carbon.

Filtration, oxidation, reduc-
tion, nitration, and distillation
are some of the processes used
in this research project.

Working in four groups of
two are: Group one—Patricia
Tracy and Sandra Fleshman;
Group two—Regina lee and
Joanne Spinner; Group three—
Kendall Barnette and Leroy
Franklin; Group four—Dodson
Bradley and Phillip Wilkin-

son.

(Do D, Lomax are co-chalrimen
of the contest, with the wother

members of the department act-
ing as co-sponsors.

Euphazine Reid
Crowned Miss

Theater Guild

By Shirley Jackson

Euphazine Reid, a senior, was
crowned “Miss Theater Guild”
during the intermission of “Iouse
on the Cliff,” a three act mys-
tery play, given by the Theater
Guild. She received the honor
by selling the highest number of
tickets to the performance. When
asked how she felt about win-
ning, Euphazine replied joking-
ly, “I was flabergasted.” The
second and third place winners
were Christine Johnson and Pa-
tricia Harris, respectively.

Other contestants included
Dorothy Hughes, Ellen Vaden,
Veronica Saunders, Jacqueline
Dean, Alberta Johnson, Geraldine
Scott and Thelma Banks. The
Theater Guild presented Eupha-
zine a huge, gorgeous purple
orchid and a heart-shaped rhine-
stone mnecklace. Each contestant
received a piece of costume
jewelry.

The mystery play was unusual
because all the performers played
equal roles and because of the
humor displayed by Euphazine
Reid in her portrayal of Miss
Pepper, the practical nurse. The
scenery, provided by the Wood
Shop Department, did much to
add to the suspense of the play.
Others in the cast included Rob-
ert Peters, Handy Withers, Peg-
gy Joplin, Joyce Jordon and
Phyllis Tinsley.

Judging from the response of
the audience, this performance
was one of the best ever given

by the Theater Guild.



[§8]

The

Dunbar Chronicle, December, 1960

Dunbar Chronicle

Member of the
National Scholastic Press Association
“IN TENUIS LABOR”
Published by the Students of Dunbar High School, Lynchburg, Va.

BAEOrI00hIEE. oo i ravis 03 8 b e ie e s & A E R L S A 5 A b AR s 5 Handy Withers
Associate Editors ........7.... Shirley Fowler, Lillian Hale, Ethel Reid, Billie Smith

............. Evelyn Tapley, Patricia Harris, Shirley Jackson, Frances Brown,
Phyllis Jordan, Gracie Tinsley, Evelyn Walker, Alberta Johnson

Beatures oo il o Veronica Saunders, Mary Steptoe, Euphazine Reid, Cornelia Harris,
Wanda Wright, Doretha Carter, Peggy Joplin, Mary Hubbard, Ellen Vaden

SPOTUR s sla ks fis Srmvenm oy T % o b e s Junius Haskins, Louise Powell, Charles Brown,
Sandra Powell, John Daniels, Elsie Johnson

Inquiring: RePOTLErs & s T Bl i wisusrossiors o & mrats slbvniiss sre 5 5 Kate Graves, Joyce Banks
R e L Rl S ol s MR L L IR I ) = Viola Miller
PhotosiapHersins e tnlneisi W oia, o, 2 S ok Thomas Paige, Edgar Woody, Samuel Reeves

BUsiness Managen o fe T ISt ool oh o & o i e s a s i e s A ety McKinley Marshall
CHTCUIATION 5 5evls s s 5 b kivshans 5 510 1ns e oyl s s Richard Glover, Cynthia Blair
BRChANEE: oiih s o irienas Wistar Withers, Dorothy Hughes, Patricia Joplin, Charlene Cobbins
DYDISEE L avoasaaiaiol s bome s Phyllis Jackson, Elizabeth Cobbs, Edna Younger, Priscilla Brew,

Myrtle Kinney, Fannie Linthicum, Barbara Farmer, Nannie Gills, Chr.

FACULTY ADVISORS
Mrs. D. L. Obey, Chairman; News, Mrs. F. C. Swinson; Features, Miss E. H. Jordan;
Sports, Mrs. J. F. Bartley; Editorials, H. R. Watson; Typist, Mrs. E. C. Watson;
Exchangld, Miss S. E. Fain; Circulation, Mrs. Y. T. Ferguson.

THEY NEED YOUR SUPPORT
‘By Handy Withers

This year, the National Honor Society is attempting to sponsor
and participate in worthwhile activities which will benefit the school
and student body. Under the sponsorship of our assistant principal, its
first project has been to advise and guide the South Building students
in an effort to get them to improve their school decorum. The mem-
bers acted as bigger sisters and brothers of the eighth and ninth
graders so that a close mutual relationship will exist among them and
so that they might respond more freely. The wholehearted at-
titude with which this organization is functioning may well be the
reason for the success of their project. However, their success will
depend largely upon the response of the student body and faculty.
Such activities as these demand the cooperation and encouragement
of everyone. The National Honor Society will continue to carry out
beneficial projects. In the future, let's give them our full support.
After all "The chief want in life is somebody who shall make us do the
best we can."—Emerson.

What Is Christmas?

By Shirley Maria Fowler
What is Christmas? If the students at Dunbar were asked this

Re-Evaluation Of
The Christmas
Spirit

Submitted by Wistar Withers from |

“The

Recently, while visiting a
freshman dormitory, we heard
the days until Christmas being
counted. The enthusiasm
which accompanied these
mathematical calculations was
contagious. We pray that it
will never be lost.

These past few weeks the
spirit of Christmas has sur-
rounded us to a greater degree
as we have listened to our
favorite carols and popular
songs. The strains of “Adeste
Fidelis” and “White Christ-
mas” though diverse in mean-
ing, convey the same warm
feeling.

It distresses us when we
hear persons say that “Christ-
mas is just like any other day.”
How wrong this attitude is! If
Christmas has lost its mean-
ing, then we as individuals are
to blame. We are not speak-
ing of the so called “com-
mercialized Christmas.” We
would not ask you to get
caught in the net of a tinsel
Yuletide. The pastel fir trees,
mechanically lighted angels,
dime store Santas and manu-
factured snow—all point to a
revolution in the attitude of
the people. We are turning to
the superficial and thereby
sacrificing the important
values of this sacred season.

Must the age old message of
“peace on earth, good will to
men”’ be pushed into obscurity?
If we would receive the tidings
which the angels proclaimed to
the world through the shep-
herds, we would be better per-

Bennett Banner”

Christmas Glistens

Reprint from Student Life
December 1960

Submitted by
Dorothy “Angelo” Hughes

Christmas, through the
years, has grown to mean
many things to many people,
However, the central idea is
the nativity of Christ which is
celebrated by His followers in
a festival in honor of His birth.
Because of the popularity of
the occasion, with its many
customs and traditions, the
festivities have been carried
over into the weeks before and
after this day. This period of
time is known in the Christian
Church as the Advent or
Christmas season. Another
word for this season is Yule-
tide.

The Feast of Nativity,
Christmas, was not celebrated
separately in the Church until
the fourth century. It hap-
pened to come at the same
time as the pagan festivals
during the winter solstice. The
Church, not wishing to abolish
the ancient customs, trans-
formed and gave them new
meaning.

Many of the customs we use
today at Christmas had their
roots in these pagan cere-
monies. Evergreen, with which
they decorated their homes
during this festive season, is
used today by us as a symbol
of eternal life because it re-
mains green in the winter
when the leaves of other trees
turn brown and die. The pine
tree, with its little point on
top which points to God in
heaven, became the Christmas
tree. Its gay decorations have
special significance also. The
star on top represents the star
of Bethlehem which shone
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Inquiring Reporter
By Kate P. Graves

Question: Do you think
Christmas is being commercial-
ized at too great an extent,
thus causing neglect of its
sacredness ?

Mrs. Davis: Personally T feel
that Christmas is com-
merocialized at too great an
extent. Material values are
emphasized more so than the
Spiritual aspects.

Mr. H. D. Hamlett: Com-
mercial appeals have re-
placed all of the religious
meaning.

Edwina Harris: Yes, T think
so because Christmas is
sacred, but we emphasize
its value quite irreverently.

Calvin Hull: Yes, because
there is too much partying.

Frederick Reynolds: I think
that Christmas is com-
mercialized so that it may
be appreciated whole-heart-
edly by the younger genera-
tion.

Harold Blair: Yes, too much
commercializing has caused
Christmas to be thought of
as a time for only merry-
making.

Thomas Lee: Yes, I think it is
commercialized too much. If
we  considered Christmas
more seriously, we could see
the real value of Christmas.

Bobby Jackson: Christmas is
commercialized too much
and I think it is done in order
that the people downtown
can make more money.

Mr. Mitchell: Yes, it is com-
mercialized too much be-
cause of the fact that people
forget the real spirit of
Christmas.

Patricia Thaxton: Yes, T think
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