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AROUND TOWN

By Ernestine Woods

The Lynchburg P. T. A.
Council held its monthly meet-
ing in the parlor of the Phyl-
lis Wheatly Branch Y.W.C.A.
on December 1 at 8 p. m. with
the president, Mrs. H. T. Bras-
well presiding. Present were
officers of the five units:
Armstrong, Yoder, Dearington,
and Robert S. Payne P. T. Al’s
and the chairmen of commit-
tees for each school.

The Lynchburg Federation
of garden clubs sponsored its
annual Christmas flower show
at Phyllis Wheatley Y.W.C.A.
on Saturday and Sunday, De-
cember 10 and 11. The theme
of the show was “Christmas in
Old Virginia.”

On December 18, 1955 at 8:00 |

p. m., Court Street Baptist
Church presented the senior
choir in a Christmas Cantata,
“Chimes of the Holy Night”
by Fred B. Holts.

The Twelve and One Club
held its annual Christmas party
at the Elk's Rest to present
gifts to deserving children. A
large number of gifts were pre-
sented by Miss Jacqueline
Hamler, chairman of the pro-
ject.

The Phyllis Wheatley
Y. W.CA. held its annual
“Hanging of the Greens” on
Sunday, December 18 at 3 p. m.
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Blind

EDWARD

Artist

E. STEELE

Eighth Gradefgi
Display Skill

By Delores Y. Colmore

On Wednesday, January 18,
1956, the Eighth Graders,
under the direction of Mrs. Y.
T. Ferguson, presented a talent
show in the auditorium. The
show was preceded by devo-
tions which were led by Bar-
bara Fletcher.

The curtains opened with the

THE MARCH
OF DIMES

By Rosetta Brown

This year the Lynchburg
Chapter of the Jack and Jill
Club, Inc., is working as an
auxiliary of the main branch
of the March of Dimes Drive.
Co-Chairmen of this group are
Mrs. Mabel Gordon and Mrs.
Florence Woody.

The first major activity was

Eighth Graders singing the
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P. T. A. Presents
Edward Steele

By Wanda Maretta Jones

This year marks the seventy-
fifth Anniversary of Second-
ary Education in Lynchburg
for Colored Citizens. Each
month there will be some
event imr observance of this
anniversary. One which no
citizen of Lynchburg can af-
ford to miss will be February
6, 1956 concert at the E. C.
Glass auditorium at 8:15 p. m.

This program, which is be-
ing sponsored by the Dunbar
High School Parent Teachers
Association, has set a financial
goal of three thousand dollars.
Adult tickets at $1.10 and stu-
dent tickets at 65¢ are already
on sale.

In concert will be the blind
pianist, Edward Steele who is
one of the renowned musiciarrs
of our day.

Mr. Steele, a native of Ports-
mouth, has been blind since
boyhood. At the age of two,

he played his first accompani-
ment. When he was six years
old, he entered a school for the
blind at Newport News, Vir-
ginia. Wanting to go farther
in the field of music, he studied
at the Baltimore School for the
Blind. Later under Lee Tracy,
he studied at Carnegie Hall in
New York amd made his first
appearance at Town Hall in
New York in September, 1924.
Since then he has appeared in
many recitals and broadcasts
throughout the United States.

Mr. H. A. M. Johns is presi-
dent of the P. T. A. Mr.
William Gordan is chairman of
the Ways and Means Commit-
tee and Mrs. Pauline F.
Weedern, co-chairman.

The P. T. A. is seeking the
financial support which it has
received in past activities. The
rare entertainment which will
be afforded on the night of
February 6, 1956 in the E. C.
Glass Auditorium can not be
paralleled.

Theater Guild Presents
“The Empty Room”

“The Empty Room,” a drama
of the First Christmas by
Dorothy Clarke Wilson, was
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Music Students
Compete

By Rose Jenerson
The James A. Bland Scholar-
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Stnday, December [ Siat ofp. .
witht tile Y-Teeir department
in charge. “A World Christ-
mas Tree” was presented by
the Merry Workers Club.

On December 20 the Y re-
peated the Christmas candle-
light vesper service at 8 p. m.
The Religious Education Com-
mittee was in charge and a
Christmas message was pre-
sented by Dr. W. R. Frye,
pastor of White Rock Baptist
Church. Special music was
presented by the Sunshine
Singers of Diamond Hill Bap-
tist Church under the direction
of Mrs. Annie Bass and the
Live-Y Carolers under the di-
rection of Mrs. M. T. Hodge.

Dr. Charles W. Whitmore
discussed skin diseases com-
mon to school-age children at
the meeting of the R. S. Payne
P. T. A, Thursday night, at
8 o’clock in the school auditori-
um. The program was spon-
sored by Alpha Kappa Sor-
ority with Mrs. Y. T. Fergu-
son, presiding.

SENIORS TAKE

SPELLING TEST
By Ruth Johnson

The annual spelling test re-
quired of all seniors before
graduating from Dunbar High
School was given during a
scheduled Activity Period on
January 9, 1956. Eighty-eight
seniors participated.

The fifty words of the test
were obtained from The Re-
fresher Speller by Chew. Those
passing in the test were re-
quired to spell thirty-eight
words correctly.

In 1944, the School Board
ruled that this test would be
given to seniors amnually, in
order to make them more
aware of the necessity spelling
plays in one’s everyday life.
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Anderson wrote. Frank Royal,
the announcer, called forward
the talents as follows: Mel-
vina Johnson and Mary An-
derson did a dance which
they created. With a differ-
ent tempo, Charlita Brantley
played a piano versiomr of
“Bless This House.” A new
version of “Shake, Rattle and
Roll” was sung by Jack Bayes.
Delores Higginbotham played

“Only You" after which
Alberta Camm did a splendid
rendition of I  Believe.”

“The Mighty Blowers,” as they
call themselves, which consist
of Melvin Fleshman, Robert
Pollard, Fleming Lewis, and
Raymond Swain, played “Night
Trainm.”

At this point, Betty Davis,
the class president, gave a
word of greeting to the prin-
cipal, faculty, and student body.

Having ended her speech, in-
troductions of others were
given as follows: Elsie Redd
contributed a creative piece of
poetry. “Nite Owl” was sung
by “The Jivers,” who did a
splendid version of it. Then
Nancy Coles and Mary Farrow
displayed their interpretive
dancing ability. “He” was sung
by the very talented Jose-
phine Anderson.

The guests of honor for this
event were Harmon Glover and
Reginald Nash doing their
creative version of “Sixteen
Tons.” Jack Bayes was at the
drums, —M ——

Chorus Appears

In Community

On January 8, 1956 the Dun-
bar High School Chorus pre-
sented two numbers during the
regular Sunday morning serv-
ice at Court Street Baptist
Church. This marked the first
in a series of appearances to

called "Peanuts for Polio” and
1

was ncld on Saturday, Janu-
ary 7. The purpose of this was
to sell peanuts in the interest
of the polio drive and allow
purchasers to give as liberal a
donation as they wished.
Those who worked to make
this activity a success included:
Paul Robinson, Leon Braswell,
John Hughes, 111, Alpha Coles,
Evelyn Freeman, Patricia Fer-
guson, Joan Spencer, Jean
Miller, Harry Royal, Frank
Royal, Carolyn King, Joseph
Poole, Godirey Harris, Melvin
York, Hayes Banks, Vivian
Pinn, Rose Jenerson, and Jim-
mie Turner. This activity was
a huge success and receipts
were more tham $200.

At Dunbar, money was col-
lected in each homeroom dur-
ing the week of January 9th
through 13th. On Friday, Janu-
ary 13th, a dance was held in
the Dunbar Gym in the interest
of the drive. This was also a
great success.

A Mothers” March is sche-
duled for January 31lst and, of
course, 1s expected to be suc-
cessful.

Gleaners were distributed on
January 16th and containers
were put ir public places. The
various clubs of the community
have been asked for gifts and
donations.

take place in churches of the
community. On January 22,
January 29, and February 5
similar appearances were made
at the Diamond Hill Baptist
Church, the Jackson Street
Methodist Church, and the
Rivermont  Baptist Church
respectively. Plans for appear-
ing at other churches are being
made.

On the morning of January
17th the chorus appeared in a
forty-five minute presentation
of words and music at the
Lyunchburg College.
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Dorothy ClarkevWilson, WL?’!.S
presented twice at Dunbar
High School by the Theater
Guild under the direction of
Miss Elizabeth Jordan. On the
evening of December 15, at
8:00 p. m., it was presented for
patroms and in the afternoon,
at 2:00 p. m., on December 16,
for students. The members of
the cast were as follows:
Hamar, a young Bethlehem-
ite, Frank Royal; Joanna, his
cousin, Raye Wills; Rebecca,
mother of Hamar, Marie Shel-

ton; The Prophet, Clayton
Taliaferro; Mary of Nazareth,
Katie Pettigrew; Joseph,

Hayes Banks; A Nobleman of
Capernaum, Clarence Irvine;
A servant, Henry Hubbard.

The Shepherds were Bemnja-
min Carter, Paul Robinson, and
John Daniels; The kings,
Harry Royal, John Hughes,
Ernest Mosby. Frankie Jack-
son, Mary Davis, Betty Davis,
Ann Jordan, Joan Wilson, and
Shirley Pollard were Angels.

The lighting and stage prop-
erties were supervised by Ray-
morrd Holmes, Robert Reaves,
and Oscar Booker.

Post-Exam Dance
By Mildred Penn

The Sophomore Class has
the honor of presenting the
first dance of the second
semester. We hope that every
student in Dunbar will attend
this great Post-Exam dance
with regular Leap Year atmos-
phere, and tasty refreshments
for sale.

This unusual dance will be
held in the school gym at 7:30
p. m.; admission will be thirty-
five cents and the date will be
February 3, 1956.

Tickets are being sold by the

Sophomores in Rooms 205, 302,
305 and D.

|

; The James A. Bland Scholar-

siiip Contest is an annual evert
sponsored by the Lynchburg
and Fort Hill Lions Club of
this city. The students of Dun-
bar participating in the con-
test were Stewart Moore, in-
strumentalist; Evelyn Free-
man, vocalist; Clarence Irvine,
vocalist; Joyce Haskins,
pianist; Ernest Dean, instru-
mentalist; Robert Betts, in-
strumentalist; and Gerald
Johnson instrumentalist. Billie
Smith, instrumentalist, a stu-
dent at Payne School also
participated.

The local winner and run-
nerup will receive certificates
of recognition. They will enter
the Zone Elimination Contest.
The winner of the Zone Elimi-
nation Contest will enter the
State Contest; the winner of
the State Contest will receive
a $300 scholarship.

The purpose of the contest is
to create and promote interest
in music for elementary and
secondary school students who
are residents of Virginia and te
perpetuate the memory of
James A. Bland, who composed
the state song “Carry Me Back
to Ole Virginny.”

JANUARY P.T. A.

HELD
By Harry Royal
The January P. T. A. meet-
ing was held January 23, 1956
in the Dunbar High School
Auditorium.

The guest speaker was Rev.
J. A. Arter, who is the pastor
of the Jackson Street Metho-
dist Church. Rev. Arter’s topic

was “Preserving Spiritual
Values Through the Home,

School and the Church.”

This P. T. A. meeting was
under the sponsorship of Miss
J. Hamler and Mr. J. L. Mit-
chell.
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A Challenge To You

By Evelyn S. Freeman

The New Year should be a challenge to all students for it
brings new opportunities for advancement and self-improve-
ment. Remember the oft-quoted lines “Every year should
be a new beginning.”

1956 can be a good or bad year to you depending on how
you make it. We as students can resolve to study more,
to make more friends, to read more and enjoy the fine arts,
and to seek new interests.

The Seniors see 1956 as the year of their graduation and
the commencement of a new and fuller life. Before them
lie great opportunities in almost every field of endeavor.

The Juniors see 1956 as the year of their presentation of
the Junior-Senior Prom with all of its color and excitement.
It also means that they are one step closer to the termination
of their high school career.

The Sophomores see 1956 as the halfway mark in their
high school education. Two years behind them and two
years before them and the opportunity to further advance
in knowledge.

The Freshmen and Sub-Freshmen see 1956 as a year of
the beginning of almost a whole new world of opportunities.
The high school makes an entirely new stage for them. What
they do during this 4 year period follows them all through

e

GREAT AND
LITTLE THINGS

Every  thoughtful mind
which takes due cognizance of
the events that are convulsing
the world must be impressed
with the fact that we are liv-
ing in the day of great things.
It is not only that the biggest
battles of all times have been
fought by the mightiest armies
ever known, but the issues at
stake are greatest and most
far-reaching as they affect
broadly the liberty and future
happimess of the human race.

Nor is it the day of great
things simply because the na-
tional spirit of the peoples has
everywhere been aroused. The
spirit of sacrifice has been
awakened to a point that never
could have been reached in
times past—that spirit which
impels men and women in all
ranks and conditions of life to
dedicate and lay on the altar
their dearest possessions and
their lives, that the future wel-
fare and security of the world
may be assured and that wars
may cease. The popular
thought is that which views the
present tensions as a cold war
against war, and one which is
to bring world peace to realiza-
tion.

In this day of great ideals,
great leaders, and great sacri-
fices, there is still room for the
doing of the little things that
go to make up the sum total
of individual greatness. No
matter how humble our state,
we can be faithful in simple
service, loyal in all that re-
lates to the advancement of our
personal ideals, generous as
our slender means permit, and
true to the faith of Him who
gave all for the salvation and
betterment of humanity, and
who left as His legacy to His
followers everywhere the
divine example of self-sacri-

My Four Years On
| The Chronicle Staff

By Marion E. Langhorne

When T first arrived at Dun-
bar all of the newcomers were
| joiming  clubs and organiza-
| tions. Most of my classmates
‘\\'ere eager to join as many as

possible, but not 1. I joined
‘l(mly one and that was the
| CHRONICLIE staff which pub-
lishes our paper.

My first position was on the
circulating committee where 1
was under the leadership of
Mrs. Ferguson. [ worked with
such people as Emma Ross
and Samuel Franklin. Our job
was to prepare the papers for
mailing.

After one year on the cir-
culating committee, I became
a feature writer amd worked
with Miss Jordan. Around
Town and Guess Who were
my contributions. Working
with me were Freddie Cun-
ningham and Freida Harris

the Month and Orchids
| Onions respectively.

and

After a wonderful year with
Miss Jordan I was promoted to
the position of associate edi-
tor where for two years [
have worked under Mrs. Avery
and Mrs. Harris.

I have really enjoyed these
wonderful years and I have
learned many interesting
things. Working with people
has been a wonderful experi-
ence. If any of you are inter-
ested in writing, especially
creative writing, why not join?
It’'s really furr and you learn
many exciting things.

LATIN CLUB DANCE
By Robert Betts
Valentine is the day people
express their love for others.
On February 17, the Latin Club
will have a Valentine’s Day

whose columns were Star of |

o ®
Inquiring Reporter
By Frank Royal
At what age should teen-
agers begin dating and what

time should dates end?

Miss Holiday: I consider
the teen-agers word ‘dating’
as being a casual acquaintance-
ship with the ages eleven for
the girls and thirteen for the
boys to become interested in
the opposite sex. The dating
period’ ends when it becomes a
petting session. ‘Dating’
should not be a coupling pro-
cess but as foursomes and
even larger groups. Coupling
should not begin until persons
reach the college levels.”

Mr. Hamlett: “1 think teen-
agers should start dating when

they dare mature cnough
physically and mentally to

understand this social function.
A fellow should leave the date's
house at a respectable hour
except on special events like
parties, then the time may be
extended.”

Mrs. P. F. Weeden: “Teen-
agers should start dating at
sixteen and dates should be on
weekends. Dates should end at
9:30 and increase with age.”

Miss J. Irvine: “Since teen-
age dating involves parents
and daters, dating should begin
at a time agreed upon by all
concerned. The occasion is the
factor which determines when
the date ends.”

Gerald Turner: “In my opin-
ion it doesn’t matter about
your chronological age but it
depends upon the maturity of

the persons involved. I think
all teen-ager’s dates should
end by 11:30.”

Frank Lee: “I think teen-

agers should begin dating at
sixteen and dates should errd
between eleven and 11:30 on
weekends.”
Vivian Pinn:
ing should start

“I think dat-
at no set age.
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