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Chorus and Theatre Guild Win Highest Rankings

at State Festivals!

Le Cercle Francais Initiates
By Marlene Mclvor

At an assembly program on the
morning of April 15, 1953, thirty-
one new members from French
I, Brench III, and French 1V,
were taken into Le Cercle Fran-
cais, the French Club.

Rosetta Johnson, the president
of the club, was mistress of cere-
monies. She talked in French and
translated the French into Eng-
lish. The features on the program
were as follows: The Welcome by
the president, The Twenty-Third
Psalm by John Tweedy, The
Lord’s Prayer by Inez Anderson,
an exhibition of the motto by Ann
Abbott, Kay Calloway, and Mar-
garet Young, some speeches en-
titled The French Language, The
History of France, and Paris by
Marlene Mclvor, Marcia Wright,
and Clara Clark; the welcoming
of new members and the present-
ing of the standard French Club
token by Pearl Sandifer and Vic-
tor Miller, an explanation of sev-
eral proverbs by Betty Lee, an
explanation of three French
games by Lowell Wright, a trip
down the Loire River Valley of
France with Theodore Lewis, the
examining of some French Note-
books by Lawrence Price and the
showine of Edu-Cards and the

DRAMATIC
TOURNAMENT

By Pearl Sandifer
The Dunbar Theater Guild, un-
der the direction of Miss E. H.
Jordan, won a distinguished rat-
ing at the State Drama Festival
held at Virginia State College,
Petersburg, Virginia, on March

.| 27th and 28th.

Their presentation was “Heti-
tage of Wimpole Street.” The
time of the play was a winter af-
ternoon in the year 1856. The
setting was the drawing room at
50| Wimpole Street, in London,
England This prize-winning pro-
duttion was dramatized by the
folbwing characters: Edward
Motvlton-Barrett, Master of Wim-
pole Street, Robert Carr; Hen-
riett: Moulton-Barrett, his daugh-
ter, Rearl Sandifer ; Arabel Moul-
ton-Farrett, another daughter,
Anna| Johnson; Robert Barrett
Browiing, a grandson, James
Thornhill; and Jane, the maid
servany, Ethel Walker.

I hate been told that this play
was en;oyed immensely by every-
one who witnessed it.

Lynch\uro’s citizens will have
an oppotunity to witness this
performaice in May, when the
Dunbar Theater Guild will pre-
sent three\ one-act plays as a
culminatiot of its activities of the
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showing7 of Edu-Cards and the
Cuthbertson Verb Wheel by
Edmonia Terry and Mary Reid.
Climaxing .the program the
members stood and said Le Cercle
Francais Motto: “It is necessary
to work in order to succeed. I1 faut
travailler pour reussir.” Follow-
ing this everyone in the audience
stood while Eloise Pullen played
the French National Anthem, La
Marseillaise. Before and after the
program the audience listened to
the recording Ces Petites Choses.

N. H. A. Week

By Frances Abrams

The week of April 13-18 is set
aside as. N FL. A Week: ' The
New Homemakers at Dunbar ob-
served this week by planting rose
bushes on the front lawn of the
building. (The red rose is the
National N. H. A. flower.)

The members wore blue skirts
and white blouses at the cere-
mony. . Janet Lee, Elva Kidd,
Barbara Marshall and Chloteal
Steptoe planted’ the roses after
the Woodshop had prepared the
beds.

The highlights of the ceremony
were the singing of the “Rose
Song” and the saying of the
Creed. Vernell Brown explained
the significance of the planting.
Attending the ceremony were
Mr. Seay and Mr. Washington.

A large poster decorated in
blue and white and bearing the
symbols of the Creed was placed
in the hall on Monday, April 13.
On Friday, April 17, all members
wore blue skirts and white blouses
with blue and white lapel pins
on their blouses.

As a new organization of Dun-
bar, we, as members of the N. H.
A. are proud that we are progress-
ing. We extend our thanks to our
advisers, Mrs. C. Langhorne and
Miss E. Holmes for their excel-
lent guidance.
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Winning Cast

Above are members of the cast of “Heritage of Wimpole Street.” They are left to right: Anna
Johnson, James Thornhill, Pearl Sandifer, Robert Carr, Ethel Walker and Chloteal Steptoe.

“The Magdalene”

Presented
By Jacqueline Hubbard

“The Magdalene,” a three-act
play written by Ruth Laymon
Knocker, was presented by the
Dunbar Theater Guild, April 1,
1953, at 2 P. M., in the Dunbar
Auditorium.

Members of the cast were Ver-
nell Brown who played the part
of Mary Magdalene ; George Har-
ris as Justus, the rich young
ruler; Rhoda, Claudine Burton,
the maid servant; John Scott as
John Mark; Joseph Reid as Pon-
tius Pilate; Jeanette Jackson as
Claudia, his wife; Richard Lee
and Robert Pennick as High
Priests; and John Hamlett as a
teacher and a Pharisee.

Between acts the Dunbar
Chorus presented “Surely” by
Handel, “They Crucified My
Lord,” traditional, “Were You
There,” arranged by Burleigh and
“Alleluia,” by R. Thompson,
“The Palms,” was sung by Caro-
lyn Lewis. :

The devotions were led by Jean
Reid, Loretta McCory, and
Naomi McDaniel.

Services Want

Graduates Only

By Carolyn Taylor

Gentleman! Does the army
beckon to you? Are you thinking
of leaving that high school
diploma behind to join some
branch of the service? Abandon
the idea. Your education comes
first. '

That is the general idea put
over to the Dunbar High School

| pupils in assembly on April 16,

Langhorne Wins
Membership Drive

By Ruth Delores Johnson

In the 1953 Hunton Branch
Y. M. C. A. Membership Cam-
paign, Thomas Langhorne, a
Dunbar student, who repre-{
sented the “Democratic Party,”
was chosen the 1953 Camp
Bibee Governor and awarded a
free camp experience because

he brought in two hundred,
fifteen dollars and seventy-five
cents in memberships. Thomas’
campaign was managed by Mr.
James H. Alston of the River-
mont District.

During the campaign; the
boys who were participating
met at the ¥ M C A eagh
Friday evening at 7:30 p. m.
At almost every meeting
Thomas reported more money
than the other boys.

Melvin York, a Payne School
student representing College
Hill District, was the second
place winner; Frank Johnson,
Jr. was the third place winner;
McKinley Caul, a Yoder School
student of Garland Hill won
fourth place; James Jones of
South Lynchburg won f{fifth
place; and Earnest Dean of
Dearington won sixth place.

1953. Mr. Stull, a recruiting of-
ficer, was the speaker. His speech
was brief and to the point. The
importance of finishing school was
stressed. So kids, why not stick|
around. There will soon be a bet-
ter and “greater Dunbar” and you

are needed to make it one. =

State Science

Conference
By Anna Johnson

The Virginia Conference of
Science and Mathematics Teach-
ers was held at Union University
in Richmond on April 17th and
18th.

This year, which was Dunbar’s
second year of participation, three
Dunbar students competed with
students from all the other schools
in Virginia. The persons who
represented Dunbar were Shir-
ley Claxton, James Greene, and
George Harris. They were spon-
sored by Mr. H. D. Hamlett.

James Greene, a senior, spon-
sored by Mr: Hamlett, was en-
tered in the Group A Demonstra-
tion, His project was the Grad-
ing of Milk. Only senior con-
testants were eligible to compete
in this group, which offered four-
year scholarships to the first seven
ranking contestants. These schol-
arships entitled the students to
enter one of the four colleges
listed: Hampton Institute, St.
Paul’s Polytechnic Institute,
Union University, or Virginia
State College. James Greene won
a scholarship to Hampton Insti-
tute for his project.

Shirley Claxton and George
Harris were entered in the Alge-
bra Quiz and the General Sci-
ence Quiz. Both students made
very fine showings.

In future years, we sincerely
hope that more Dunbar students
will become interested in Sci-
ence and Mathematics, and that
a larger number of students will

. |'participate -in - this conference.|

culminatiét\'af ats wretivities ofne N (0

school year| The two other plays
will be “Tht Brave Shall Serve”
written by Cark Stevens, and “So
Wonderful in White” by N.
Richard Nusyaum.

Make this date foremost on
your calendar—May 5, 1953.

Music Festival
By Joan Brown

The anticipated joy of the
members of the Dunbar Chorus
approached its climax the morn-
ing of April 11 when the buses for
Petersburg left Dunbar at 8 A. M.
for the Nineteenth Annual State
Musical Festival at Virginia State
College. It reached an even great-
er height when the Dunbar Cho-
rus received a superior rating, the
highest rating that a participating
choir can receive. Their selections
were “Alleluia” by Randall
Thompson, and “Madame Jean-
nette” by Murray.

At the festival a rating of the
same was received by soloist,
Mary Woodland, who sang “I
Kove Thee.”

The Freshmen Present

Easter Ball
By Helen Williams

On the warm beautiful night of
April 1, in the Dunbar gym, the
Freshman Class held its annual
dance.

With the full co-operation of
committees and sponsors, the
dance turned out to be a gay af-
fair.

At the door were five hostesses :
Hilda Carrington, Geraldine Cun-
ningham, Ruth Johnson, and
Helen Williams and a host—
Carey Blair, who welcomed each
person who came in and pre-
sented to him paper bunnies and
egas: .

Gaily decorated with all the
finery of Easter was the gym. In

(Continued on page 4, col. 4)







