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NEWS IN BRIEF

Each Thursday at 4:50 p.m.,
current events around Dunbar
can be heard on radio station
WLLL. Dorothy Payne,
CHRONICLE Editor, is the
announcer.

Preliminary Scholastic Apti-
tude Tests were administered
last month by Miss

to 12 juniors and 13 seniors.
x % %

Principal C. W. Seay attend-
ed the Southern Association of
Colleges and Secondary
Schools, held December 3-6 in
Memphis, Tenn.
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The College Entrance Board
Scholastic Aptitude Test was
given at E. C. Glass, Decem-
ber 7. The following Dunbar
students took the test: Ocie
Sydnor, Brenda Anderson,
Diane Scott, Valerie Minor,
Roscoe Goode, Paula Blair,
Regina Lee, Dorothy Payne,
Walter Lewis, Frances Ran-
dolph, and Carol Wilson.
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Each Sunday in December,
the Rev. Arthur Brown, pastor
of Peakland Baptist Church,
will lead discussions on mar-
riage, love, and courtship at
the Phyllis Wheatley Y. W.
C. A. All teenagers are urged
to attend these sessions.
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Chambers, guidance counselor,

Courthouse, which is a mu-

REHEARSE PLAY — Sherman
McCoy and Marjorie Penn rehearse |
for Christmas play, “This Strange
Night,” to be presented December |
17, at 8:15 p.m. !

Juniors Tour

Colonial Va.

Approximately 74 eleventh
graders who are taking United
States history or American
literature toured the restored
area of Williamsburg and
Jamestown, Virginia the last
Saturday in October.

Among the many places
toured in Williamsburg were
the Governor’s Palace, the Old

“This Strange

Night’ To Be

Presented Dec. 17, 8:15 P. M.

A dramatic, nativity play,

“This Strange Night,” by John

McGreevy, will be presented as the school's annual Christmas
play, December 17 at 8:15 p.m. in the auditorium.

As the title suggests, the play refers to the night the angels

heralded the birth of Christ.

Along with the traditional na-

tivity theme, the play tells the story of Esther’s love for the

poor shepherd Asa.

Despite the money madness of Esther’s father, the inn-

keeper, who wanted Esther to

marry a rich man, she and Asa

find happiness at the foot of the manger.
Portrayed by members of the Theater Guild, the characters

include Alphonso Freeman as

Joseph, Evora Elliot as Mary,

Marjorie Penn as Esther and Clayton Davis as Asa.
Sherman McCoy plays Marcus, a Roman, and Phillip Wilk-

inson is a courier.

Appropriate Christmas music will be furnished by the Dun-

Ibar chorus, directed by Mr. R. Winfrey.

Miss E. H. Jordan, sponsor of the Theater Guild, will di-

rect the play.

Different from previous years, the program will be pre-

| sented at night to give working parents an opportunity to
lattend. There is no admission fee. The public is invited.

Telephone Company
Demonstrates DDD

Three representatives from
the C&P Telephone Company
showed Dunbar students the
correct procedure of Direct
Distance Dialing (DDD) dur-
ing special assembly programs
on October 29-31.

To aid in the proper use of
DDD the following procedure
has been estahlished:
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American Education

Week Observed

In observance of American
Education Week, November
10-16, a program entitled |
“Strengthening Education at|
Dunbar”™ was presented in the
auditorium on Thursday after-
noon, November 14,

The program featured five
minute classroom activities
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Student Council
Xmas Party Given

The cafeteria took on a fes-
tive Yuletide look when the
Student Council gave its an-
nual all-school Christmas party
last Friday night. Traditional
green and red decorations add-
ed to the gay holiday mood.

Pre-party activities, which
started at 7 p.m. in the East
Building, stressed the true
meaning of Christmas through
caroling and a ceremonial
lighting of the Christmas tree.
A guest speaker also presented
a brief talk on Christmas.

Various organizations and
clubs participated in the tra-
ditional roll call, at which time
a representative from each or-
ganization said a familiar
verse or greeting when the
name of the club was called.
Each representative also placed
an ornament on the Christmas
tree:

The crowning of “Miss
Candy Cane” was a highlight
of the party.

As a token of the event
every one present was given a
candy cane.

Debate Society

Formed
On November 21, eight stu-
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Elected this fall to the
Lynchburg Board on Mental
Health for a term of one year
were Miss Anne Chambers,
Mrs. Fannie Womack, and
Mrs. Dorothy Obey. Miss Ed-
na Holmes was reelected. All
are Dunbar teachers.
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Youth Day, an annual affair,
was observed by the Court
Street Baptist' Church, No-
vember 17. The morning pro-
gram consisted of a sermon de-
livered by Rev. Calvin G.
Sampson of Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary. A panel discus-
sion, held in the afternoon, was
based on education, religion,
and economics. Participating
on the panel were Sherman
McCoy, Diane Tewis, and
Brenda Hughes.

Thanksgiving Message
Delivered by Vicar

The Reverend Mr.
Eberman, vicar of the Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church,
delivered the Thanksgiving
message at Dunbar’s annual
Thanksgiving program, held
November 27.

Gloria Johnson, president of
the F.B.L.A. and a senior, in-
troduced the speaker.

Following the theme, “Now
Thank We All Our God,” vari-
ous students made presenta-
tions at the altar and gave
their interpretations of
Thanksgiving. They were
Mary J. Wright, Regina Lee,

Veronica Sherrill, and I)en
Jones.
The Junior and Senior

Choruses provided music for
the program. Roselle Cheagle
led the devotions.

John |

| member.

the Governor's Palace, the Old
Courthouse, which is a mu-
seum now, and the famous Ra-
leigh Tavern, where many se-
cret meetings were held prior
to and during the American
Revolution. Two colorful
phases of the tour were a can-
non ball exhibition and the
changing of the guards at the
jail.

In  Jamestown the group
visited both the Old World
Pavillion and the New World

(Turn to page 4, col. 4)

DDD the following procedure

has been established :

(1) Dial the numeral “1”
which connects you with the
DDD equipment.

(2) Dial the area code, if
different from 703 (code for
Virginia).

(3) Dial the telephone num-
ber of the party you wish to
reach.

A question and answer pe-
riod followed the demonstra-
tion. Direct Distance Dialing
will be effective December 15.

MR. O. WASHINGTON CHOSEN
‘TEACHER OF THE DAY’

“Mr. O. M. Washington, phy-
sics and mathematics instruc-
tor, was honored by Radio Sta-
tion WLLL as “Teacher of the
Day”, November 20. As a gift,
he received a vase of red car-
nations, compliments of
Charles E. Burg's Florist.

In response to a question
about his reaction, Mr. Wash-
ington said, “At first I thought
it was an April Ist joke (de-

layed) or perhaps someone had |

made a mistake and intended
to select some other faculty
It could have been
any of them, but finally when
the beautiful vase of carna-
tions arrived and was present-
ed by Lawrence Haynes, and
a picture of me was made, I
felt very proud and humble, as
well as grateful. After all,
math teachers usually receive
more brick bats than bouquets.
And although the honor is un-
deserved, 1 shall always be
grateful to station WLLL and
to the students at Dunbar for
encouraging me to become a
better teacher.”

Mr. O. M. Washington

come ‘“‘teacher of the day,”
students send a petition includ-
ing the instructor’s name, sub-
ject, and twenty-five or more
students’ signatures to the ra-
dio station. The radio staff de-
termines daily who will be the

In order for a teacher to be-|teacher of the day.
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classroom  activities
from each department in the
school. It was designed to
serve a two-fold purpose — to
give the parents and guests a
compact but comprehensive
view of some of the classroom
activities and to further ac-
quaint the eighth graders with
the school’s curricula. Next
semester each eighth grader
will have to select the curricu-
lum he plans to follow
throughout high school.
Included in the various pres-
entations were a demonstra-
tion of the new approach to
mathematics, French conversa-
tions, a physmal fitness exhi-

'bition, and a scientific experi-

ment.

The senior chorus furnished
the music.

A reception for the parents,z

guests and faculty was given
in the East building imme-
diately after the program.

(Turn to page 4, col. 3)

Better Grades Stressed

An assembly program,
teen Steps to Better Grades”,
was presented in the audi-
torium recently in an effort to
promote scholarship at Dun-
bar. Special emphasis was
placed on the fact that better
grades can be obtained by bet-

ter study habits which include

knowing how to study.

Centered around the theme
of getting better grades, the
topics ranged from taking
notes to intelligent cramming.
The participants who repre-
sented each grade at Dunbar
were chosen on the basis of
their past scholastic perform-
ances.

Sponsors for the program
were Miss J. Irvine, Mrs. S.
Davis, and Mr. R. Robinson.

|

“Fif- |

On November 21, eight stu-
denits who like to argue with
facts to back them up met in
room 306 and formed the Dun-
bar Debating Society. At the
meeting, the students, under
the sponsorship of Mrs. D. L.
Obey, and Mr. H. R. Watson,
chose Sherman McCoy as their
president. Other members are
Sherline McCoy, Freida Thom-
as, Ocie Sydnor, Carol Wilson,
Hylan Hubbard, Rufus Ogles-
bye, and Alfred Elliott.

After dividing into two
teams, each under a sponsor,
the debators decided to present
a debate for the student body
in late January. They will de-
bate the topic, “Resolved: That
Social Security benefits be ex-
tended to provide complete
medical care.”

The four excelling students
will partl(‘lpate ina hlgh school
debate in February at Norfolk
Division of Virginia State Col-
lege, where they will vie for
scholarships to be given to the
two best debators.

Surprise Party Given
Teacher

Happy birthday to you!
Happy birthday, dear teacher:
happy birthday to you!

How often does a teacher
hear his students’ voices jubi-
lantly blended in a song of ad-
miration? Not often. But when
he does hear such a tribute,
his heart is lifted.

This joyous birthday tune
caught Mr. Harry Ferguson
off guard at exactly 3:20 p.m.
on November 5, when his
senior homeroom gave him a
surprise birthday party.

Which birthday was the vet-
eran American government
teacher and senior sponsor

(Turn to page 3, col. 2)
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............................................... Valerie Minor,
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FACULTY STAFF

Rather Ironic — Isn’t It?

One of the best things we can do, not only as students but
as citizens of an ever growing nation, is to examine candidly
and constructively this thing we call “spare time.” Spare time
has caused the downfall of many. It also has been the basis
for great accomplishments for many others. )

Although we live in an age of automation, there is no
excuse for the squandering of time. Much of our recreation
has no importance, physical or otherwise. Constructive use
of time is the key to success. However, the popular trend
seems to be spending more time in relaxation. Thousands to-
day, endowed by their Creator with enormous possibilities,
slowly but surely are sinking into the yawning abyss of me-
diocrity because of the ever popular pastime—taking it easy.

We are nonchalant about time because we do not assume
everyday responsibilities. First we are responsible to God
because He gives us every hour in our lives. Secondly, we
owe it to ourselves to employ time wisely. If we do not give
ourselves a chance, we will never exert our potentialities.

Most important, we must learn to discipline ourselves to
a time schedule, for this is the key that unlocks the door to
success. There are before us today more fields of human en-
deavors than ever before. This is truly the age of challenge.
A prerequisite to discovering these vast new horizons is the
proper use of time.

Last but not least, we must remember what a priceless
oift time must be in order to set the course of our lives. We

i
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Christmas Thoughts
For All The Year

Reprinted from the Editors
McCalls, December, 1959.

This Christmas, mend a
quarrel. Seek out a forgotten
friend. Dismiss suspicion, and
replace it with trust. Write a
love letter. Share some treas-
ure. Give a soft answer. En-
courage vouth. Manifest your
lovalty in word and deed. Keep
promise. Find the time.
Forego a grudge. Forgive an
enemy. Listen. Apologize if
vou were wrong. Try to
understand. Flout envy. Ex-
amine your demands on others.
Appreciate. Be kind; be gentle.
Laugh a little. Laugh a little
more. Deserve confidence.
Take up arms against malice.
Decry complacency. Express
your gratitude. Go to church.
Welcome a stranger. Gladden
the heart of a child. Take
pleasure in the beauty and
wonder of the earth. Speak
your love. Speak it again.
Speak it still once again.

These are but inklings of a
vast category; a mere scratch-
ing of the surface. They are
simple things; you have heard
them all before; but their in-
fluence has never bheen
measured.

Christmas is celebration, and
there is no celebration that
compares with the realization
of its true meaning until the
sudden stirring of the heart
has extended itself toward
the care of life. Then, only
then, is it possible to grasp the
significance of that first
Christmas—to savor in the in-
ward ear the wild sweet music
of the angel choir, to envision
a star-struck sky, and glimpse,
behind the eyelids the ray of
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LETTERS TO

Dear Editor:

Now is the time for all true
Dunbarians to come to the aid
of their school and basketball
team. Last Friday at 8 p.m.,
the mighty Poets began a
promising season by beating
their first game. Of course,
they intend to continue to
bring us fame.

As we know, our recent
years have been extremely suc-
cessful — Western District
Championship 3 times in a
row. I feel that this year will
be no different from the rest.
I also feel that we will come

through and win the state
championship with flying
colors.

Coach Waters has high
hopes for the coming season,
and as our duty to him and to
the team we should back them
up with all our support.

They hope to fight a gallant
battle by showing that at this
school we play ball. These
fellows are our true athletes:
high spirited, aggressive and
fleet-footed. Soon they will
take their places in our Hall of
Fame. I salute them with ad-
miration and good luck for a
successful year.

Christine Richardson

CAROL’S
CORNER
by Carol Wilson
A DAY OF INFAMY
Friday, November 22, 1963,

is a dayv that the world will
never forget. On that day, the
tragic and heinous assassina-
tion of John Fitzgerald Ken-

THE FORUM

Dear Editor:

I find it a must to express
my opinion of the program
presented during American
Education Week. I enjoyed the
program because it was dif-
ferent, and it made me feel as
if I were really in the class-
rooms.

Congratulations to the
participants and the personnel
i responsible for the presenta-
tion of such an effective pro-
gram.

Helen Payne

Dear Editor:

I, Juanita Reese, an eighth
grader at Dunbar, wish to let
you know how much I enjoyed
the American Education Week
program.

It was very enjoyable, inter-
esting, and a worthwhile pro-
gram. [ obtained a lot of in-
formation from the program
and would like to see more
| programs such as that one.

5 Juanita Reese

Inquiring Reporter
| by Nancy Patrick

 "Here comes Santa Claus,
'here comes Santa Claus right
(down Santa Claus lane.” But
| wait; he can’t bring you every-
thing! So of all the things,
' what do vou want most for
' Christmas?
'Regena Lee: “I would like to
have a nice “Walker' doll for
| Christmas.”
| James Franklin: “A certain
. giri I have been talking to
| for two and a half weeks.”
| Sherline McCoy: “To be with
a9 cerfaln
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