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lay Taliaferro, a 1959 graduate of Dunbar High School, has taught dance at Duke University for seven years.
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Taliaferro works with Audrey Todd to help her perfect a
move. He places an emphasis on movement in general,
rather Thon dance technigue.

By Valarie Jackson
Staff writer

DURHAM, N.C. — It’s a picture-perfect spring
afternoon on the campus of Duke University — a
day when one is more inclined to lie on the lush

campus lawn than work up a sweat in an

intermediate modern dance class.

It is certainly not one of those days a professor
would expect 100 percent from his class —
Lynchburg native Clayton Taliaferro does, but
today he isn’t quite getting it.

His 13 students — 11 women and two men who
are white, black and Asian — dance stiffly with
little emotion through the routine he just ran
through for them.

Then, when he has had enough, he teases them

,feel me — 1sn’t there a song like that?

“Wﬁy do they write these songs? Why do they
write plays, write songs and write books — to get
feeling out of you.”

Thep, after an exaggerated demonstration on
the students’ lack of grace (which gets a few
snickers), he continues.

“There isn’t a person who dances like that,” he
said. ¥Well, there is, because you have the person
in front of you.”

Music starts again, and they get through that
routine satisfactorily, but it isn’t long before
Taliaferro starts again.
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“When are exams"”

“Two weeks,” the students coyly reply.

“Who are my seniors?”’

A handful raise their hands.

“Don’t worry,” he laughs, “it gets worse wher
you leave here.” L

Taliaferro, who just turned 54 three weeks ago
should know. He became a dance professor af
Duke University after an arduous 23-year. Journe3
to overcome segregation and beat the odds.

He has spent seven years there, and he’s
beginning to show a few signs of the seven-year
itch.

“I can understand needing a break after seven
years. Now, I need to fulfill myself and
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